
Susana Raya 

Singer, Guitarist, Composer 

Short:  

Described by American jazz historian Ted Gioia as deeply moving, Spanish singer, guitarist, and 

composer Susana Raya has long moved between the territories of jazz and the singer-songwriter 

tradition. Based in Amsterdam, she has gained international recognition for her intricate guitar work 

and emotionally expressive voice. Her album Wind Rose has been celebrated for its richness, 

creativity, and warmth—an exquisite and genre-defying work. 

Long: 

Born and raised in Córdoba, Spain, Susana Raya is a highly acclaimed singer, guitarist, and composer 

with an extensive international performing career. She began classical guitar studies as a teenager at 

the Conservatorio Superior de Música “Rafael Orozco” in Córdoba with José Rodríguez, developing a 

lifelong bond with the instrument. She started performing her own songs in cafés and took part in 

songwriting showcases during her first public appearances. 

One of the turning points in her career came in her twenties when she first heard Chet Baker’s My 

Funny Valentine in a bohemian café in her hometown—a new obsession began. For years, she 

immersed herself in the language of vocal improvisation, losing all sense of time in late-night local 

jam sessions. She studied with renowned artists such as Jamey Aebersold, Maria João, Deborah 

Brown, and Pat Metheny, also refining her vocal technique at the Escuela de Música Creativa in 

Madrid. Later, she moved to Amsterdam to pursue a degree in jazz guitar at the Conservatorium van 

Amsterdam, studying with Maarten van der Grinten and Jesse van Ruller. 

Susana has received several awards in international jazz vocal competitions across Europe, including 

in Estonia, Finland, Monaco, Poland, and Italy. She has also performed as a soloist with prominent 

orchestras such as the Orquesta de Córdoba, the Orquesta de Euskadi, the WDR Symphony Orchestra 

of Cologne, and the Philharmonie Südwestfalen. Her work has been highly praised by critics, 

including prestigious American music historian Ted Gioia, who described her as the "Andalusian Eva 

Cassidy" and mentioned her in his book The Jazz Standards: A Guide to the Repertoire (Oxford 

University Press). The Tribune de Genève refers to her as an "improviser full of fantasy and a sensitive 

performer," and her shows are often described as "exquisite and intense.” 

Susana’s career has taken her to many prestigious clubs, concert halls, and international jazz festivals, 

including Jazz à Grans (France), the Holland Festival (Netherlands), the Silk Road Festival (Syria), the 

Amman Music Festival (Jordan), Südtirol Jazz Festival (Italy), Pori Jazz (Finland), and Kaunas Jazz 

Festival (Lithuania). She has also performed at guitar festivals such as Enkhuizen (Netherlands), 

Suitenprünge and Deggendorf (Germany), and in Arkansas (USA). Her U.S. tours have included 

performances in cities like Little Rock, St. Louis, Nashville, Kansas City, and New York. Her concerts 

have been broadcast by Stingray DJAZZ (Netherlands) and RNE Radio 3 (Spain), among others. 

Her most recent album, Wind Rose, was recorded in New York and features world-class musicians 

such as Steve Swallow, Clifford Carter, Ira Coleman, Leo Amuedo, and Cyro Baptista, who have 

worked with legends like Sting, Paul Simon, and Joni Mitchell. AAMUSIC (UK) described the album as 

"exquisite and emotive songs performed in a very creative and spontaneous manner." 



In addition to her solo projects, Susana has collaborated as a soloist with the legendary Dutch 

guitarist Jan Akkerman (Focus) on several occasions, including a memorable performance at the 

Royal Carré Theatre in Amsterdam. She has also been invited to perform as a guitarist with the 

Amsterdam Art Orchestra, playing contemporary big band repertoire alongside some of Europe's 

leading jazz musicians. 

Alongside her solo work, Susana is a member of the progressive rock band Inhalo, which has been 

praised by European critics for its debut album and for performances at the Night of the Prog Festival 

at the Loreley Amphitheatre, a UNESCO World Heritage site and home to the iconic ROCKPALAST 

concerts. 

Susana balances her performance career with teaching and conducting workshops and masterclasses 

of improvisation and creativity. She is also an ambassador for Rick Turner Guitars (Santa Cruz, 

California) and La Bella Strings. 

 

Quotes 

“Susana Raya is an amazing talent, and I find her performances deeply moving“. 

Ted Gioia, American Jazz critic and historian 

“When Susana performs, a quiet comes over the room. The audience instantly realizes that what 

they´re hearing is special. This type of response is quite rare and indeed, magical. It speaks to the 

power of music when the artist is one with the instrument, one with the music, one with the 

audience” 

Fingerstyle Guitar Journal 

“Susana is a remarkable all-rounder. Her boldness in diving into the unknown stands in striking 

contrast to her apparent fragility, and a quiet innocence that masks an extraordinary ability to 

immerse herself in music—and to bring others along for the ride. In every performance, her guitar 

takes center stage, showcasing a profound and passionate connection to the six strings—a 

relationship as vibrant as it is prolific.”  

El día de Córdoba 

“Improviser full of fantasy and a sensitive interpreter” 

Tribune de Genéve 

“She’s brilliant!” 

Martin Taylor, virtuoso fingerstyle guitar player 

“Raya is a rich a varied guitarist with a stunning voice…The subtle rhythms and harmonic inflections 

wove around her voice, both arresting and understated” 

 The Focal Point, St. Louis 

“If you figure out a way to make it through a three-minute video of Susana Raya’s singing and guitar 

playing without falling head over heels in love, let me know” 

Arkansas Times 

 

For more information, or bookings, please contact: 

Email: info@susanarayamusic.com   

Phone: +31 624977437 

https://www.eldiadecordoba.es/ocio/Lejos-etiquetas_0_571143061.html
mailto:info@susanarayamusic.com

